The Ancient Worlds of Asia
the familiarity which came naturally to him, said: 'For a long tune I have known that you have the reputation of a good and wealthy man. It is doubtless due to your honesty that God has blessed you so abundantly. I should be very pleased to be adopted by an old man who is so virtuous. I take you now for my father; your sons are my brothers. Make me your heir along- with them; I shall see to it that they lose nothing. If you prefer it, however, you may erect during your lifetime some building in the city which shall both adorn it and be useful to its citizens.'"
The merchant decided for the second proposal and built a caravanserai which he presented to the king. The king "duly recompensed his children".
There were six types of building in which Persian life evolved: the house, the baths, the bazaar, the tea-house, the caravanserai and the mosque. Three of these reached monumental proportions: the caravanserai, the mosque and the bazaar. The number of these, their artistic value and, in the r*tM* of the bazaar, their commercial prosperity, denoted a cily's importance. Ancient Arab and Persian travellers' tales always spoke of them with the greatest respect.
Jy&l as our town halls and churches, the two most important public buildings, are usually separated from their surroundings by it public square, so the bazaar, the royal palace and the wmquc in Isfahan were built round an open space known as a Meidan. This enabled caravans to make a halt without obstructing ordinary traffic and allowed the greatest freedom til circulation. In a word it was the hub of a great city. It fulfilled these conditions both practically and aesthetically, it was popular and representative and it was used as a market, a polo -ground and a festival-ground by the king and his people.
The Meidan-i-Shah ("Royal Square") can still be-seen (cKi.iy in ill original design but it has lost certain decorative fraturrs. These have, however, been described for us by travellers who saw it in its original form. It is a rectangle, Jour hundred and twenty-two yards by one hundred and fifty-lliicr yard*, running north to south, and is surrounded by a
122                  • this time he was well prepared to defend his country
